
GREENS IN LANCASTER DISTRICT

A LOCAL MANIFESTO



GREENS ON THE CITY COUNCIL 

A TRACK RECORD OF ACHIEVEMENT

To name just a few of our achievements:

Council tax support for those in need. Green councillors ensured 
that Lancaster City Council continues to offer council tax support, 
lifting a burden from the district's poorest residents.

Living wage for council employees. Greens successfully pushed for 
the council to pay its workers a wage they can live on. 

Money saved with renewable energy. Greens pushed for solar 
panels on council buildings which generate £55k a year. Cllr Tim 
Hamilton-Cox has also set in motion plans for a wildlife-friendly 
solar farm at Middleton that could net the Council £4m profit.

Bus services protected. Greens successfully campaigned alongside 
residents' groups to keep evening and weekend buses to the 
Marsh and Ridge estates.

Maintaining funding for the arts in Lancaster. Greens on the City 
Council have worked hard to ensure continued funding for 
voluntary and arts organisations, including a new £11k small 
grants pot.

Ethical pensions. County councillor Gina Dowding secured a 
commitment from Lancashire County Council to introduce ethical 
standards to its pension fund and sign up to the UN charter of 
ethical investment.

Keeping the public safe from fracking. Cllr Dowding led calls by the 
County Council demanding that Government release more 
information about the impacts of shale gas extraction and 
introduce more regulation on this potentially harmful industry. 



Looking after our environment

From organising community litter picks to helping residents save
the trees on the Long Marsh Lane embankment, Green councillors
go the extra mile in looking after their district.

● Cllr Jon Barry and Cllr Dave Brookes organised community hedge
laying on the cycle path by the Girls’ grammar playing fields.

● Castle Ward councillors helped put in town green and footpath
applications to help protect Freeman’s Wood.

● Prospective councillor Paul Stubbins organised a pavement survey
in Scotforth West to identify issues with the pavement and to help
the council keep residents safe. Paul has also been campaigning 
for a safe cycle route between Heysham and Lancaster

● Greens worked to save many of the trees in Lancaster town centre 
and have pushed for the planting of new ones.



A Green vision for Lancaster District is an economy that provides 
sustainable wealth and prosperity for everyone, in harmony with 
the natural environment in which we all live, work, and play. 

A strong economy is about sustainable economic activity that 
provides for the needs of the district. One where wealth is kept in the 
district and shared equitably, providing meaningful work and a high 
quality of life.

In practice this means:

RE-LOCALISING THE ECONOMY

A STRATEGY FOR THE DISTRICT

● Prioritising local jobs in local businesses. Well-paid jobs where 
the profits stay in the district.

● Re-localising the most basic areas of our economy. By 
producing our own energy and our own food, we can increase the 
resilience of our area.

● Supporting the arts and tourism. We should capitalise on our 
current economic strengths. The arts and tourism are important to 
the district and should be encouraged, not cut.

● Creating a climate for entrepreneurs. We need to make the 
district attractive to small businesses and start-ups, with particular 
support for co-operatives and social enterprises. 

● Innovation like free wi-fi in the Lancaster city centre. Helping 
to boost the local knowledge economy.

● Investing in clean energy. Greens have championed a plan for a 
solar farm at Middleton, which could net the council £4 million 
over 20 years. 



Canal Corridor and Frontierland Regeneration  

We do not support the City Council’s plans for a massive 
retail-led development and multi-storey car park on the canal 
corridor site. This will close yet more shops in the existing 
town centre and is a financially bad deal for taxpayers 
because of the loss of the Council’s parking income.

Instead, we favour a mixed housing-led scheme, together 
with small business units and green space onto the canal – all 
supporting a strong cultural and artistic quarter comprising 
the Grand and the Dukes theatres.

We do not support the City Council's plans for large retail and 
hotel based development of the Frontierland site - as well as 
closing shops and hotels in the town we think it will harm the 
local economy by allowing profits to go to big name 
businesses. Instead, we favour a small entrepreneurs scheme 
with low cost start-up units, forming a craft village which will 
enhance Morecambe. 



PROTECTING OUR HEALTH & THE ENVIRONMENT

A TRANSPORT SYSTEM FOR ALL

The Greens have a joined-up, integrated vision for transport in 
Lancaster District, which gives priority to clean and healthy 
travel. Walking and cycling bring benefits to health and well-
being as well as cleaner, safer streets. More buses and trains, 
which are affordable and frequent, are also sorely needed if we 
are to get people out of their cars. 

To move in the right direction we must:

● Invest in a high speed tram link such as the 'Bay City 
Express'. Linking Heysham, Morecambe, Lancaster, the 
University and Galgate.

● Make the A6 fit for cycling. Cycle lanes, segregated from 
traffic where possible, should be put in place from the M6 
south junction to the city centre. 

● Invest in a traffic-free route to Heysham. A multi-use path 
for bikes and pedestrians would connect Heysham and 
Lancaster.

● Enforce 20mph speed limits. On residential streets a 
20mph limit saves lives, as well as reducing noise and 
pollution.

● Encourage all big employers to adopt a Sustainable 
Travel Plan, to reward staff who travel to work by bus, train, 
bike or foot.

● Rural transport. We need a reliable, regular rural transport 
system for all. 



Bay City Express 

Much congestion is caused by short car journeys which can 
be reduced by better public transport and better provision 
for walking and cycling, not new roads and bypasses.

Greens have previously produced plans for a light rail or tram 
route linking Heysham, Morecambe, Lancaster, the University 
and Galgate. This would reduce pollution and congestion in 
the city centre and allow people to move around the district 
more easily. 



AFFORDABLE HOMES FOR EVERYONE

A SUSTAINABLE HOUSING STRATEGY

The City Council’s new local plan is a developer’s free-for-all and 
sets us on a path towards the wholesale destruction of the 
countryside around Lancaster District. As many as 8,000 houses 
could be planned for South Lancaster alone. Whilst there is a 
clear need for more affordable and social housing, much of the 
development we are seeing is unaffordable for most and 
unsustainable if we are to preserve our precious green spaces.

● Social housing. The Green Party wants the provision of 
social rented housing to clear the council house waiting list 
as a focus of housing policy, rather than executive homes on 
greenfield sites.

● Sustainability. We want to take every opportunity to make 
new-build homes as energy efficient as possible, saving 
money in the long term. We also want to see old homes 
retrofitted to make them energy efficient too.

● Conservation. We don't want homes to be built on 
greenfield sites when alternative brownfield development is 
suitable. We also appreciate that some brownfield sites can 
be rich in wildlife and biodiversity and will always prioritise 
the redevelopment of existing buildings.

● Common sense. Greens want a local plan that reflects actual 
housing need in the here and now, not the current system 
that uses historical 'under-supply' to boost the land available 
to developers.

● Rural housing.  We need sensitive development of 
affordable housing in our rural areas.



12,000 new houses?

Consultants engaged by the City Council have recommended 
that it needs to plan to build 610 houses per year for the next 
20 years. A local plan based on these figures leaves the 
district's green fields vulnerable to developers because there 
is not enough housing already in the pipeline. 

Green Cabinet member Tim Hamilton-Cox has been leading 
on this area. "We question the logic behind 600 houses per 
year, because it includes an alleged cumulative 'shortfall' of 
1,695 unbuilt homes backdated to 2003 plus a 20% 'buffer' 
because of 'persistent under-delivery' against the plan target 
of 400 homes per year. 

“However, our research shows that the number of new 
homes built in the 10 years to 2011 more than matched the 
district's rise in population. Our priority should be protecting 
green spaces whilst meeting real housing need for rented 
social and affordable private housing."



CLEAN, GREEN & SAFE SPACES

OUR VISION FOR THE PUBLIC REALM

Our environment is more than just the countryside, it's our 
streets and alleys, parks and play areas. Our urban environment 
needs more public spaces for relaxing, playing, exercising, and 
growing food. Clean and green urban spaces have positive effects 
on health and well-being, and investment in them will help to 
save our NHS as well as allowing us to lead happier lives. 

Greens will:

● Work to improve and protect our parks, play areas, and 
open spaces. We need public places for all ages and abilities, 
from adventure playgrounds to safe and accessible parks. We 
need to make sure valued open spaces are protected from 
development.

● Ensure Lancaster's city centre streets work for local shops 
without negatively impacting the charter market. Whilst 
trees, benches and al fresco dining are important, we remain 
committed to the success of Lancaster's market, and oppose 
proposals to move stalls to Church Street. We are also 
committed to the success of Morecambe market. 

● Continue to support the Salt Ayre sports centre. With too 
many people not getting enough exercise, we need affordable 
sports facilities in our district now more than ever.

● Combat dog fouling and littering. Take tough action against 
people who let their dogs foul the pavement, fly-tip, or drop 
litter, but most importantly, provide the funding for proper 
enforcement. 



Supporting the Community 

Green councillors have supported and acted on the 
management committees of several of our district’s centres – 
for example, Marsh Community Centre, Ridge Community 
Centre, and Dallas Road. We aim to continue working with 
groups throughout the district. 

We believe that providing activities for our young people is 
vitally important and we will continue to do everything we 
can to support such activities and education.



North Lancashire Green Party

northlancs.greenparty.org.uk
@NorthLancsGreen

Promoted by Andrew Brennand and on behalf of the North Lancashire Green Party at 49 
Wingate-Saul Rd, Lancaster, LA1 5DW

Lancaster District covers a wide area including coast, 
city and countryside.


